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when his interest was not paid. Dostoevsky's books had been
sold by his stepson, Pavel, who was short of money.
Within a few days Dostoevsky's relatives came to visit him
in an endless procession. There were embraces, questions, gos-
siping. Pavel had married, and his wife was charming; the
eldest son of Emilia Feodorovna, his brother's widow, was a
well-known pianist, her second son had a job in a bank and
her daughter was a stenographer.
These continuous visits exhausted Anna Grigorievna who
wrote in a letter, "Yesterday as I began to have labor pains,
my husband prayed for a happy delivery all day and all
night." On July 16, she gave birth to a boy who was bap-
tized Feodor. "At this very moment he is being wrapped in
his swaddling clothes, and he wails in a vigorous and healthy
voice."
At the end of July, Dostoevsky left for Moscow to collect
his royalties from the editor of the Russian Messenger. Upon
his return the family moved to an apartment on Serpukhov-
skaya Street where he hoped to find enough peace to con-
tinue his work. He was mistaken. At the beginning of De-
cember a newspaper notice-to the effect that the novelist
Dostoevsky had recently returned to Russia after a long stay
abroad aroused his creditors, one of whom, a certain Ginter-
stein, even threatened to send Feodor Mikhailovich to prison.
"You see," this creditor declared to him, "you are a tal-
ented Russian writer, and I am only a small German business-
man, but I want to prove to you that I can have a famous
Russian novelist locked up for nonpayment of debts, and be
assured that I will do just this.".
Anna Grigorievna, as usual, assumed the task of protecting
her husband. She told Ginterstein that Feodor Mikhailovich